383.   SPEECH ON CONDOLENCE RESOLUTION,
BELGAUM CONGRESS
December 26, 1924
It was 4.05 p.m. when the President moved the first resolution. He said:
I shall now read the first resolution. After I read the reso-
lution, you will kindly stand. It is incredibly simple; our condo-
lence to those who are no longer with us.
This Congress records with sorrow* the deaths of Bi-Amma,
Sir Ashutosh Chowdhari, Sir Ashutosh Mukherji, Mr. Bhupendra
Nath Basu5. Dr. Subrarnania Ayyar, Mr. Dalbahadur Giri,
Mr. Govind Venkatesh Yalgi, Mr. Vamana Rao Moharir, Mr. T.
V. Gopalswami Mudaliar, Mr. C. V, P. Shivam and Lala Kanhya
Lalji and also of Messrs Rustomjee Jeevanji Ghorkhodu and
P. K. Naidu in South Africa and tenders its respectful sympathy
to the bereaved families.
Then the President explained the resolution in Hindi.1
This resolution expresses our sorrow at the passing of Bi-
Amma and others and conveys our sympathies to their relatives,
I know none amongst us can have anything to say against this.
You will therefore all stand up for a few minutes and resume your
seats when I sit down. This will indicate our acceptance of the
resolution.
All stood up. A murmur was heard somewhere upon which Gandhiji
said:
All of you in the centre should stand up. There should be
no one sitting. And please maintain silence. No one should speak.
If we want to show the respect we feel for the dead we should stand
in silence for a few seconds. . . . Now please take your seats.
G. R. Das mounted the rostrum amid great applause. "Deshbandhu Das",
Gandhiji announced. Then he added:
Malaviyaji has just sent me a message. I am sorry I forgot
about it. Lala Kanhya Lai of Lahore passed away this year. You
must all have heard about Lala Kanhya Lai. He was an old man
aad he served the country well during the Dyer regime,
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;/* Wfeat follows is from a report of the proceedings in Hindi.